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TO MOSES A. CARTLAND.

AMBSBUBY, 7th mo., 2,1840.

I wish to contradict in terms as explicit as pos-
sible the rumor which thou mentions from New-
port Yearly Meeting. It is most preposterously
absurd. My abolitionism grows daily stronger,
my faith in its principles is deepening amidst all
difficulties and trials and perplexities and vexa-
tions of our organizations. Like the pine of Vich
Alpine, " Firmer it roots the louder it blow." But
I do fear that my faith in our organizations is not
of the " saving kind." I have just sent a letter to
Joshua Leavitt, declining to act as one of the
executive committee of the American and Foreign
Anti-Slavery Society,, and another to the anti-
slavery convention in this State, declining to allow
my name to be on the electoral ticket for Birney
and Earle. I am now free from all trammels,
and I feel more at ease. Strong in my confidence
in the justice of our cause, in the beauty and
excellence of our principles, and in the wisdom
and expediency of our prominent measures, I am
still, as far as my failing health admits of, ready
to do and suffer, if need be, for abolitionism. As
a man, if not as an abolitionist, I have a right to
agree or disagree with the " no government" peo-
ple, without giving up my faith that a man is a
man, and not a mere thing! At Newport, and at
Philadelphia, and at Lynn, I have spoken as freely
in disapprobation of the lukewarm course of a
portion of our Friends as the truth would justify,
while at the same time I am not prepared to give
up Quakerism, to throw myself body and soul into